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άNursing is a learned humanistic and scientific discipline 
whereby a nurse assist the patient, sick or well in the 

performance of those activities contributing to his/her 
ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ΧΧΦέ 

Virginia Henderson



What are our expectations of nurses in 
the 21st century?



The

21st

century

nurse

should

be

one that is equipped

not only with the basic requisite knowledge

and skill to function in the clinical aspect of health 

care provision, but must also possess the requisite 

knowledge and skill to function as a team leader, 

manager of resources, counselors and

advocate to patients.



What are the challenges that we are 
facing in Malaysia? 



maintaining excellent standard of nurse education 

as well as continue to improve nursing education 

to keep abreast with the rapid changes in health 

care

understanding and meeting the needs of clients

keeping up with the advancement of science 

and technology.

applying appropriate knowledge-based skills

sustaining qualified, efficient and excellent 

nurses.

Our Challenges in Malaysia



What are the gaps?



Gaps identified Χ based on discourse and observations

Nurse practitioners

failure to update and apply their knowledge in their daily 
practice

do not follow protocols, procedures eguse of nursing process

Nurse educators

teach outdated knowledge

do no know of latest information on policies, protocols, 
procedures, etc

Students 

follow instructions but confused with the differences between 
what were learned and practiced

failure to link knowledge to practice.



Clinical education is where students develop real 
world experience of nursing

Stockhausen 2004



Why are there gaps?



Reasons ébased on discourse and observations 

Nurse Practitioners
little opportunity to attend CNE sessions - lack of staff

lack of commitment to follow instructions, protocols, etc

too many activities to be completed before the shift is over

job has to be done asap

failure to prioritisethe importance of theoretical knowledge 
in practice

short cuts are becoming habitual 

under pressure ςstress ςdemotivated

Nurse Educators
busy with academic life and research ςnot enough time to go 
for clinical attachment, etc

lack of commitment on clinical placement to update self



How do we narrow the gaps?



V Continuing nursing education

V Tertiary education for nurses

V Collaboration between nurse practitioners 

and educators

V Clinical attachment for nurse educators

V Performance assessment

Bridging the gaps é



Tertiary Education for Nurses

More critical in their thinking

increase competence and autonomy

A study by Kinleyet al (2002) 
indicates that 

house officers ordered significantly more 
unnecessary investigations than nurses. 

nurses adhered to protocol more than house 
officers .



Universiti Malaysia Sarawak

Bachelor of Nursing with Honours

- designed to enable students to apply the scientific foundation of nursing, 

to participate in nursing research and to demonstrate professional 

behaviour and personal values in the delivery of healthcare -



Teaching-Learning Approaches

Lectures

Tutorials

Discussions

Problem Based Learning

E-Learning 

Self directed Learning

Seminars

Practical Skills Sessions

Role-plays

Patients Simulations

Research

Field visits

Clinical Placements



Clinical Placement for Nursing Students

Bintulu
Hospital

BauHospital

SerianHospital

SGH

Public health clinics and NGOs
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Extra Curricular Activities


